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“HEREAS, Montana 3 zxperilencing @ srolonged Srsught. This

iIsught emerdency 13 2reating an  lnminent Threat orf 3 ircugnt
:lsaster causing Llmmenent ter:l =g groperty in Montana; 1ind

W“HEREAS, under the Montana water Use Act, HMont. Zzde nn. 3

I~I-1301 =2t zeq. £1221), =—he Mcntana Ceparthment o7 arura

-@sources and Conservatlicn i1s Zharged with The regulatory authorioy

- accept and process appllications for new beneficial uses of

wHEREAS, Zuring =z

e

roicnged Zrougnt —he 13suance =-I Zer-lis
-2 benericially use water nav =xacerbate the ability of water users
with senior rights to the =se :r .aiter =0 exercise =heir water
rights; and

WHEREAS, a recent consequence of the prolonged drought has
peen an increase in complalnts to <he Department of MNatural
mesources and Conservation that persons are using water unlawrully,
oreventing water from moving to another person having a prior right
=2 use the water, wastling water, »r -therwise vioclating ~he water
~2e Act; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Mont. Zode Ann. § 10-3-104 |

sovernor nas the discretionary power o5 suspend the nrovisions o

i,

iny regulatory statute if the strict compliance with =he statute
would in any way prevent, ninder, or delay necessary acticn 1n
Joplng with an emergency; and

wHEREAS, the current drought conditicn is an cccurrence which
can require the exercise of the general authority of the Governor
To suspend regulatory authority of the State; and

~HEREAS, szuspending the crocessing =f :pplicatisns “or “aw
Jater uses would zllow Ior more starf time to e Zevoted T2
nvestigation of complaints and otherwise help to address the above

jescribed conseguences of the drought.



v JHERETCRE, I, 3TAN STIPHENS, rovarnor °i =he _Zate of

Montana, by virtue <f the authority vasted In Te —ursuan

s nt o I
-SmETIiTUTION ind the laws of the Itate oI MaInTana, _nc.luzing Ment
o o el z zrec TT.LT% tnat oown
CEIEERTY ZCSRALTICN i3 3 TESuit oI Zrcugnt :X13T .0 TnE UTate o
TTTANA And <o nerepy corder the SUSDeNnsicn of the autnerity of The

-2partment of tatural Resources and CTonservatlicn T4 orocsess :na
-isue cenericial water use permits under the Montana water Use ACT
Inocermit applications received after —he date of 2His Ixecutive
-rZer. =2xcept that <the Zepartment 3T ‘atural Xesources and
‘znserwvaticn snould continue to precess appliczations whicn In o <h
zxercise i 1ts sound discretion the igency deternmines  are
~ecessary for the protection of the public health, welfare or
3ELetv. Yothing Iin the suspension order should be construed to
fuspend The 2authority of the :gency <o grocess chanage of use
:uthorizations, transters, or certification of exempt ground water
developments with a maximum of 25 gallons per minute or less, not

exceeding 10 acre-feet per vear.

This Order shall be effective June 3, 1992,

<IVEN under oy hand and the GREAT
SEAL of the State of Montana this

' day of June, in the vear of our
LORD, One Thousand Nine Hundred and
dinety-two.
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